PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Florida enjoys an incredible and distinctive diversity of native plants with more than 1,100 of the over 3,300 native plant species inhabiting Florida being found in Lake County; and
WHEREAS, Lake County includes a portion of the Lake Wales Ridge, one of Florida’s two world-renowned ‘hotspots” for plant diversity, has 67 “endemic” species which do not occur anywhere else in the world except Florida, and has 58 State-listed and 12 Federally listed Threatened or Endangered species, thus underscoring the need for greater public recognition and protection; and
WHEREAS Florida’s native plants support bees, butterflies, and other butterflies and serve as the very foundation of wildlife habitat and ecosystem services; and
WHEREAS, native plants impart natural grace and beauty to developed landscapes and, because they are naturally adapted to Florida’s climate and rainfall patterns and soils, require less water and fertilizers than non-native plants; and
WHEREAS, the preservation of Florida’s native plants is an essential prerequisite to the conservation of our natural beauty, native wildlife, and environmental sustainability for generations to come; and
WHEREAS the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats and members of the Lake Beautyberry and Passionflower Chapters of FNPS volunteer their time to educate about native plants and preserve, conserve and restore the native plants in Lake County; and
WHEREAS, October is an especially vibrant month to see native plants in bloom and provides opportunities for the public to appreciate the beauty and natural value of native plants; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Lake County, Florida proclaims:
October 2025 as FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT MONTH

