The Maypop
News and Notes, Spring 2020

Upcoming Events – Save the Dates
May All Your Birds Be Blues
Our February 8 program on
bluebirds was well attended,
attesting the popularity of
bluebirds with their striking color,
musical voices, and gentle habits.
Faith Jones from the Florida Bluebird Society gave an
informative presentation full of facts, pictures, and
sounds. She started the presentation by talking about
how birds of all kinds are in decline despite an
increasing interest in birds and birdwatching (now the
second most popular hobby after gardening).
Faith’s presentation covered the four things bluebirds
need to survive and thrive: food, water, shelter, and a
place to raise their young. Details about her
presentation including threats, food sources (including
a list of native plants for bluebirds), and nestbox design,
placement and monitoring are included in the article on
the Passionflower website (Past Activity News).

Watch your email or visit the Passionflower Chapter
website and Facebook events page for more details.

Wednesday, March 4
Program: Herbs in the Central Florida Garden
5:30pm-7: 30pm – Cooper Memorial Library

Saturday, March 14
Program/Field Trip: Beyond Nectar (Butterflies)
10:00am-12:00pm – PEAR Park, Leesburg

Friday, March 20
Gardening Day – 9:00am-11:00am – Lake Louisa SP

Saturday, March 28
Outreach Event: Nature Fest
9:00am-2:00pm – Lake Louisa State Park

Wednesday, April 1
Executive Committee Meeting
5:30pm-7: 30ppm – Cooper Memorial Library

Friday, April 3
Gardening Day – 9:00am-11:00am – Lake Louisa SP

Saturday, April 11
Annual Meeting/Program: Rain Barrels
9:30am-11:30am – Cooper Memorial Library

Saturday, April 18
Lake County Yard Tour (with Lake Beautyberry
Chapter) - 8:00am-noon – see Page 4.

Friday, May 1
Gardening Day – 9:00am-11:00am – Lake Louisa SP

Saturday, May 2
Outreach Event: Spring Garden Festival
9:00am-2:00pm – Clermont Garden Club

Wednesday, May 6
Photo by Laura Bennett-Kimble

Program: The Future of Landscaping
5:30pm-7: 30pm – Cooper Memorial Library
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Passionflower Officer Elections
Our Annual Meeting and Elections are coming up April 11, and we need your help!
We are now accepting nominations for our Chapter officers, who will serve terms from June 1, 2020 to
May 31, 2021.


President



Vice President



Secretary



Treasurer



Chapter Representative

We are seeking names of nominees to add to the ballot. You can submit your own name or nominate
someone else. All nominees must consent to be on the ballot and must be members of the Chapter in
good standing with FNPS. All nominations must be submitted by March 16. Please send nominations to:
passionflowerfnps@gmail.com
If you are interested, but unsure of the requirements, you can:


Email Passionflower and we will arrange a time to discuss your questions and concerns.



Volunteer as a Deputy to the position you’re interested in (non-elected position) as we would like
to have deputies who can assist and be mentored for all positions.



Volunteer to chair or to serve on a committee (including, but not limited to, Programs/Field Trips
and Outreach) included on the Executive Committee to gain insight into how the Society and
Chapter function.

Without hearing your voice and including your participation, we cannot move forward as a society or
chapter. Please spread the word and help us find nominees.
Cordially,
Susan Knapp
Nominating Committee Chair and Outgoing Chapter Representative
Descriptions of duties for each position can be found on our website (Passionflower.FNPSchapters.org)
on the Resources page.
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Spring Outreach Events
Passionflower is planning to participate in two outreach
events this spring to spread the word about the benefits of
native plants and gardening for wildlife.

Nature Fest at Lake Louisa State Park
Nature Fest is a family-oriented, nature friendly event
designed to create awareness about outdoor recreation and
Florida’s environment and ecosystems, including the plants,
animals, and history that are a part of them. This annual
event is designed to provide visitors with the opportunity to
learn more about the importance of our natural resources and
wildlife, how to safely view the natural world up close,
“green” alternatives offered by local businesses and
organizations, as well as what individuals can do to make a
difference that will benefit the natural world while benefitting
their own physical and financial health.

PEAR Park
Our March 14 program will give us the
opportunity to see and explore PEAR Park.
The Lake County Office of Parks & Trails
maintains three dozen parks, preserves, and
boat ramps. The largest of these is the
Palatlakaha Environmental and Agricultural
Reserve (PEAR Park) at 318 acres. The
“Gateway,” or front 50 acres, features a
playground, tennis, basketball and pickleball
courts, ballfields, canoe and kayak launch, and
a dog park.

The event will take place from 10:00am – 2:00pm on
Saturday, March 28th on the main beach of Lake Louisa State
Park in Clermont.

The remaining 268 acres is the Wildlife
Conservation Area. This part of the park is a
passive recreation area with several miles of
trails to explore, a “Wildlife Watchpost”
overlooking an ephemeral wetland, a xeric
garden with a pavilion, a butterfly
demonstration garden, an observation
pavilion, a nature center with a geology lab,
Bluebird Box Trail, 50 acres of restored scrub
jay habitat, and five acres of meadow
restoration.

Spring Garden Festival at the Clermont Garden Club
The Clermont Garden Club will be hosting its second “Spring Garden
Festival”, on Saturday, May 2 from 9:00am until 2:00pm at the
Clermont Garden Club on West Avenue and along the shores of
Center Lake Park. The event will feature plant vendors, garden and
nature inspired crafters, unique garden yard art, speakers, and Ask
the Garden Experts.

Bordered by the Palatlakaha River on the
North and West, this area holds a vast amount
of wildlife and native plants for the avid birder
or naturalist to discover. Along the trails, more
than 180 species of birds and 40 species of
butterflies have been found, as well as snakes,
gopher tortoises, bobcat, coyote, river otters,
American alligator, and many dragonflies.
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Lake County Yard Tour
Lake Beautyberry and Passionflower Chapters of
FNPS are organizing a yard tour on Saturday, April
18. Come tour some native yards, each offering a
different array of vegetation. See how native
plants bring life to a yard; be inspired, ask
questions and enjoy!
Also on the tour is Green Isle Gardens native
nursery in Groveland, where many of the plants
seen on the yard tour are available for sale and
FNPS members get a 10% discount.
The yard tour will run from 8:00am to noon and
the nursery is open until 2:00pm. You can visit all
the stops on the tour or just a few.
Details for the tour (and yards) are being finalized
– a tentative map is shown below. The tour will be
open to the public, but all attendees must sign-up
ahead of time and will be required to sign a waiver
at each stop. Details and contacts for more
information will be distributed soon.

Jacksonville, FL

Do You Know?
Dragonflies are some of the best predators to keep
mosquito populations low – an adult dragonfly can eat
100 or more mosquitoes per day. While a backyard
pond is the best way to attract dragonflies, plants that
attract prey for dragonflies will also encourage them
into your yard. Land plants for dragonflies in Central
Florida include Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta),
Joe-pye Weed (Eupatorium purpureum), and Swamp
Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata).

Chapter Leadership









President: Melanie Simon
Vice President: Kirsten Sharp-Ortega
Secretary: Linda Welander
Treasurer: Pam Adams
Chapter Representative: Susan Knapp
Assistant Chapter Representative: David Biega
Membership Chair: Kathy Peres
Communications Director: Laura Bennett-Kimble
Contact us at Passionflower.FNPS@gmail.com

Florida Native Plant Society Mission:
Promote the preservation, conservation, and
restoration of the native plants and native
plant communities of Florida.

